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Lord, I have come 
to do your will

By Dina Dow

The liturgical year moves from the sea-
son of Christmas to the season of Ordinary 
Time.  The Second  and Third Sundays of this 
new season inspire us to be a “light to the na-
tions,” as we come to understand the source, 
strength of God’s call and our response.

Call & mission
The prophet Isaiah (Is 49:3, 

5-6) reveals the source of his 
mission as he describes how 
God formed him in the womb 
as a servant, a helper. Isaiah’s mis-
sion is something he was born to 
do, something rooted in his being. Outside 
sources can certainly serve as influences or 
inspire, yet the source of Isaiah’s call is God. 
Thus, he proclaimed the message to help re-
store people’s unity with God. Although an 
exhausting task, Isaiah never relinquished 
it. Rather, he firmly committed, “Yes, Lord, 
I have come to do your will” (Ps 40). God 
promises to provide Isaiah strength to not 
only “raise up and restore” the people but also 
to “make you (Isaiah) a light to the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the 
earth.”  

What is God’s mission for me? Each per-
son is individually called to do the will of God 
through a personal mission, as well as collec-
tively partake in the mission of the church, 
which “was founded to spread the kingdom 
of Christ over all the earth for the glory of 
God the Father, to make all partakers in the 
redemption and salvation, and through them 
establish the right relationship of the entire 
world of Christ.”  (Vatican II, Decree on the 
Apostolate of the Lay People). We come to 
know God’s will over time, through prayer 
and tireless patience. His call reveals our mis-
sion fortified by the God’s strength and the 
directive to be a light to all nations through 
fearless, abundant joy.

The will of God
St. Paul, in the salutation of his First Let-

ter to the Corinthians, writes, “to you who 
have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 

to be holy” (1 Cor 1:2). Our call to holiness is 
instilled in us from the moment of our bap-
tism. Chapter Five of the document “Lumen 
Gentium” entitled “The Call to Holiness” is a 
prolific document from the Second Vatican 
Council.  We read, “As the individual in his 
own state of life tends to the perfection of love, 
they also help others grow in holiness.” This is 
the message of Jesus, “to be perfect as your 

heavenly father is perfect (Mt. 
5:48). Lumen Gentium notes 
we are made this way and thus 
called to live “to the fullness of 

Christian life and to the perfection 
of charity?” The greater we model 

our life in Christ the deeper the perfection of 
love is for God and our neighbor. This is the 
will of God, that we grow in deeper holiness 
each day which requires love, self-sacrifice, 
commitment, courage and grace.

Responding to the call
With all this stated, we each have a pivotal 

role in God’s plan. This “role” is our uncondi-
tional response to answer the call of God and 
follow his will. We hear in St. John’s Gospel 
the response of St. John the Baptist, as he 
identified Jesus, stating, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 
1:29). It is our privilege as Christians to point 
to Jesus in our daily life. Whether in direct 
conversation or action, we have the blessing 
to identify for others who Jesus is and why it 
is so necessary to come to know him. How can 
we help others identify Jesus and his action in 
their life?

Furthermore, we hear in the Gospel of St. 
Matthew Jesus’ calling of the first disciples: 
Simon (Peter), Andrew, James and John. Je-
sus called them forth from their earthly oc-
cupation saying, “ ‘Come after me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.’ At once they left 
their nets and followed him” (Mt 4:19-20). 
Note the words, “At once.” Not later ... NOW. 
Without hesitation or condition, they dropped 
everything and followed Jesus. They trusted 
in Jesus’ invitation, adjusted their priorities 
and centered the rest of their lives on follow-

  |  DID YOU KNOW

Doctor of the church?

“... doctors 
of the church 

must be 
teachers of 

faith who have 
demonstrated 

exemplary 
holiness and 

have deepened 
the church’s 

understanding 
of the Catholic 

faith.”

Since  the passing of Pope Emer-
itus Benedict XVI on Dec. 31 there 
are people who think he should 
be named a future doctor of the 
church. Cardinal Thomas Collins, 
archbishop of Toronto, 
said on Vatican Radio 
that “he is an amazing 
man.” He said, “I don’t 
know whether he will 
be named a doctor of 
the church; certainly 
he should.”

Cardinal Gerhard 
Müller, archbishop 
emeritus of Regens-
burg, Germany, said 
Pope Benedict will 
be remembered as 
a “true doctor of the 
church today.”

Peter Seewald, 
Pope Benedict’s bi-
ographer, called the 
pope “a doctor of the 
church for the modern 
era.”

Pope Benedict was 
acknowledged as in-
tellectually gifted and 
aspired to be a teach-
ing pope. He was also 
influenced by doctors 
of the church, includ-
ing   St. Augustine of Hippo, whom 
he wrote a dissertation on, and St. 
Bonaventure.

During his papacy, Pope Benedict 
named two doctors to the church: 
the 16th century Spanish priest St. 
John of Avila and 12th century nun 

St. Hildegard of Bingen.
But what will it take for the de-

ceased pope to be declared a doctor?
First, he must be canonized a 

saint. 
Next, doctors of the 

church must be teach-
ers of faith who have 
demonstrated exem-
plary holiness and have 
deepened the church’s 
understanding of the 
Catholic faith. Addi-
tionally, they must be 
known for their depth 
of understanding and 
the orthodoxy of their 
theological teachings. 
They must be officially  
declared doctors by pa-
pal acclamation. 

Furthermore, their 
title “doctor” shows 
that they have contrib-
uted significantly to 
Christian teaching in 
at least one area in a 
way that impacted later 
generations. This does 
not mean that their 
teachings are infallible. 

It was not until the 
13th century that the 
fluid process of being 

named a doctor was formalized. 
Even though it’s uncertain if 

Pope Benedict will earn the rank of 
“doctor” in the community of saints, 
clergy, scholars and theologians be-
lieve Pope Benedict stands the test 
of time to become one.

By Father Chris Decker
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By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
is being remembered by cler-
gy members and the laity in 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge as 
one of the church’s great theo-
logians who was clear in defin-
ing the teachings of the church, 
a man of humility with a love 
of others and whose teachings 
were imbued with a love for 
Christ

Pope Benedict died Dec. 31 
at the Vatican at the age of 95.

In a statement released Dec. 
31, Bishop Michael G. Duca said 
he and Bishop Emeritus Robert 
W. Muench “join the faithful of 
the diocese in expressing deep 
sorrow at the passing of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI.” 

“His remarkable life spanned 
nearly a century, a tumultuous 
time in the history of our world 
and an era of great change in 
our Church,” the bishop said. 
“His contributions range from 
his participation in Vatican 
II, to his directing the publi-
cation of the new (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church), to his 
role in updating and publish-
ing the Code of Canon Law.”   
Bishop Duca, who was appoint-
ed by Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI as bishop of the Di-
ocese of Shreveport on April 
1, 2008, said the pontiff’s  pa-
pacy “followed that of one of 
our most revered Holy Fathers 
(St. John Paul II), and he du-
tifully assumed the role of the 
good shepherd, governing lov-
ingly and with mercy but ever 
true to the Magisterium of the 
Church.” 

“Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI retired to a monastery at 
the Vatican to live out his days 
in prayer and meditation. May 
he now rest in God’s peace for 
all eternity,” the bishop added.  

“They always used to say in 
Rome that the people came to 
see (St.) John Paul II but they 
came to listen to Pope Bene-
dict,” said Father Jeff Bayhi, 
pastor at St. John the Baptist 
Church in Zachary. “Pope Bene-
dict, aside from being one of the 
first theologians at the Second 
Vatican Council, was a very, 
very brilliant  theologian. One 
of the things I will always trea-
sure is that he was very clear 
about defining the teachings of 
the church. 

“And I think that his contri-

bution was to create clarity, and 
when there is a lack of clarity 
people get very, very confused. 
And so I’ll always appreciate 
that.”

Judicial Vicar Father Paul 
Counce said Pope Benedict had 
a “minimal impact” canoni-
cally, saying the “few changes 
he introduced into canon law 
were mostly textual changes to 
reflect a greater theological ac-
curacy.”

But Father Counce was quick 
to credit the pontiff’s influence 
with the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, especial-
ly within its disciplinary sec-
tion handling crimes involving 
sexual abuse of minors

“He insisted that responsi-
bility for situations in which 
serious accusations were made 
in this regard not be left with-
in the competence of the local 
bishop but instead be processed 
as the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of Faith would deter-
mine,” Father Counce said.

Father Bayhi concurred, say-
ing that he believes the unjust 
legacy of Pope Benedict was 
that he ignored some of the 
abuse problems in the church.

“He started from the top 
down,” he said. “I thought he 
started the work of addressing 
that. I thought he did a good 
job.”

Archbishop Emeritus Elden 
F. Curtiss of the Archdiocese 
of Omaha, Nebraska, recalled 
how on his first ad lumina visit 
with Pope Benedict the pontiff 
gathered the group of bishops 
in a circle and asked what is-
sues each bishop was facing in 
his home diocese or archdio-
cese. 

“It was wonderful,” Arch-
bishop Curtiss, who was in the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge at the 
time of Pope Benedict’s death, 
told The Catholic Commenta-
tor. “He listened to us and he di-
alogued with us and if he ques-
tioned something we would say, 
he said, ‘I didn’t understand 
what you are saying’ or, ‘You 
probably have a good point.’ ”

Archbishop Curtiss called 
Pope Benedict the best scholar 
the church has had for centu-
ries, adding that his knowledge 
of the tradition and history of 
the church was phenomenal.

“He was a real scholar,” Arch-
bishop Curtiss said. “He had a 
hard time accepting the papacy  
because he was a scholar and 
enjoyed teaching and writing.”

Father Brent Maher, pastor 
at St. Agnes Church in Baton 
Rouge, said his first recollec-
tion of then-Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger was during his first 
year in the seminary when he 
was assigned to read the cardi-
nal’s book on Christianity.

“I was quite frustrated be-
cause I was new to theology and 
he was a profoundly intelligent 
man with deep insights that I 
couldn’t grasp,” Father Maher 
said. 

The next semester Cardinal 
Ratzinger was elected pope and 
from his first public appearance 
Father Maher said he knew he 
would love the new pope.

“His awkward wave in a 
grandfatherly fashion and his 
smile showed a genuineness to 
the man who clearly had been 
entrusted with something far 
greater than he desired,” Father 
Maher said. “As time passed 
and I began to read his writ-

ings, both before and after his 
election to the papacy, I began 
to appreciate him more and 
more.”

Father Maher said he de-
voured Pope Benedict’s encyc-
licals and other documents 
but none had quite the impact 
as “Summorum Pontificum,” 
the document allowing for the 
wider use of celebrating the 
traditional Latin Mass. Father 
Maher said his time in the sem-
inary was his introduction to 

the Latin Mass and from that 
point he has developed an ev-
er-deepening love of the tradi-
tional rites.

He celebrates the Latin Mass 
weekly at St. Agnes at 9:15 a.m. 
on Sunday at 5:30 p.m. on Tues-
days. 

“I am not unique to this,” Fa-
ther Maher said. “Pope Bene-
dict identified that young adults 
all around the world were 
discovering the riches of the  

SEE REACTION PAGE 16

Pope Benedict remembered fondly by many

Bishop Michael G. Duca, left, meets Pope Benedict XVI during an ad 
limina visit when the bishop was serving in the Diocese of Shreveport. 
Photo provided by Bishop Duca

Joe Skibinski, Agent
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ROME (CNA) - Tens of thousands of 
people were present in St. Peter’s Square 
for the funeral Jan. 5 of Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI, a leading theologian of the 
20th century and the first pope to resign 
from office in nearly 600 years.

Royalty, cardinals, patriarchs, govern-
ment officials, and many Catholic families 
and religious attended the funeral on a 
cold and foggy morning at the Vatican. 
More than 3,700 priests concelebrated 
the Mass. 

Cardinals Joseph Zen, Daniel DiNar-
do, Timothy Dolan, Gianfranco Ravasi, 
and Giuseppe Betori, all cardinals creat-
ed by  Pope Benedict, were seated in the 
front row. The Vatican said 125 cardinals 
concelebrated.

The ceremony began with the trans-
port of the pope emeritus’ wooden coffin 
from the basilica to St. Peter’s Square. 

Archbishop Georg Gänswein, Pope 
Benedict’s personal secretary, approached 
the coffin, knelt before it and kissed it. The 
crowd then prayed the sorrowful myster-
ies of the rosary in Latin for the repose of 
the soul of the late pope. 

The funeral Mass was simple and sol-
emn, in accord with Pope Benedict XVI’s 
wishes. The Sistine Chapel Choir sang the 

“Salve Regina,” “In Paradisum” and other 
hymns.

An image of the resurrection of Christ 
was hung from St. Peter’s Basilica behind 
the altar.

Pope Francis presided over the funeral 
for his predecessor, Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI.

In his homily, he reflected on Jesus’ fi-
nal words on the cross: “Father, into your 
hands I commend my spirit.”

“God’s faithful people, gathered here, 
now accompany and entrust to him the 
life of the one who was their pastor,” Pope 
Francis said.

“Like the women at the tomb,” he said, 
“we too have come with the fragrance of 
gratitude and the balm of hope, in order 
to show him once more the love that is un-
dying. We want to do this with the same 
wisdom, tenderness and devotion that he 
bestowed upon us over the years.”

Pope Benedict XVI died Dec. 31 at the 
age of 95. As confirmed by Archbishop 
Gänswein, his last words were “Signore, ti 
amo!” (“Lord, I love you”).

Nearly 200,000 people came to see 
Pope Benedict XVI lying in state inside 
St. Peter’s Basilica in the days ahead of 
the funeral.

“Together, we want to say: ‘Father, into 
your hands we commend his spirit,’” Pope 
Francis said in his homily. “Benedict, 
faithful friend of the bridegroom, may 
your joy be complete as you hear his voice, 
now and forever.”

The Vatican only invited two official 
state delegations - from Italy and Germa-
ny - to the funeral, but some heads of state 
and public figures decided to attend in an 
unofficial capacity. 

Poland’s President Andrzej Duda, 
Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban, 
Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala and Slo-
venian President Nataša Pirc Musar came 
to the Vatican to attend the ceremony, 
along with European royals Queen So-
fia of Spain and King Philip and Queen 
Mathilde of Belgium.

In the Prayers of the Faithful, the sec-
ond prayer was said in German: “For Pope 
Emeritus Benedict, who has fallen asleep 
in the Lord: May the eternal shepherd re-
ceive him into his kingdom of light and 
peace.”

The readings for the Mass were Isaiah 
29:16–19 in Spanish; Psalm 23 sung in 
Latin; 1 Peter 1: 3–9 in English; and the 
Gospel of Luke 23:39–46 read in Italian.

At the end of the funeral Mass, Pope 
Francis presided over the Final Commen-
dation and Valediction, which were fol-
lowed by a moment of silent prayer. 

Pope Francis approached with a cane 
and prayed while touching the wooden 
coffin of his predecessor.

Bells tolled and the crowd applauded 
as Pope Benedict XVI’s coffin was car-
ried into St. Peter’s Basilica to his place of 

burial in the basilica crypt. People waved 
flags and banners, including one that said 
“Santo Subito,” calling for Benedict’s im-
mediate canonization.

Born Joseph Aloisius Ratzinger, he 
was elected to the papacy in April 2005, 
taking the name Pope Benedict XVI, after 
decades of service to the Catholic Church 
as a theologian, prefect for the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, cardi-
nal, and one of the closest collaborators 
of St. John Paul II, whom he succeeded as 
pope.

Widely recognized as one of the 
Catholic Church’s top theologians, Pope 
Benedict’s pontificate was marked by a 
profound understanding of the challeng-
es to the church in the face of growing 
ideological aggression, not least from an 
increasingly secular Western mindset, 
both within and outside the Church. He 
famously warned about the “dictatorship 
of relativism” in a homily just before the 
conclave in 2005 that elected him pope.

On Feb. 11, 2013, the 85-year-old Pope 
Benedict shocked the world with a Lat-
in-language announcement of his retire-
ment, becoming the first pope in 600 
years to do so. He cited his advanced age 
and his lack of strength as unsuitable to 
the exercise of his office.

Reflecting on life after death in an An-
gelus message on Nov. 2, 2008, Pope Ben-
edict XVI said eternal life will be like “im-
mersing yourself in the ocean of infinite 
love where time — a before and an after  
no longer exists. Fullness of life and joy: 
This is what we hope for and expect from 
our being with Christ.”

Thousands present in St. Peter’s Square for Pope Benedict’s funeral

Bishop Michael G. Duca, left, and Bishop Emeritus Robert W. Muench honored the life 
and legacy of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI with a memorial Mass at St. Joseph Cathedral 
in Baton Rouge on Jan 5. Both wore crosses given to them by Pope Benedict at their ad 
limina visit in 2012. Photo courtesy of the Diocese of Baton Rouge
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By Debbie Shelley 
The Catholic Commentator 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
was remembered as a humble 
servant who opened up the Gos-
pel for people so they can live in 
the freedom to love as sons and 
daughters of God during a me-
morial Mass celebrated by Bish-
op Michael G. Duca at St. Joseph 
Cathedral in Baton Rouge on 
Jan. 5. 

In his homily Bishop Duca 
fondly remembered his ad lim-
ina visit with Pope Benedict. At 
the time Bishop Duca was the 
bishop of the Diocese of Shreve-
port. 

“This is my first ad limina vis-
it, the visit that (bishops) make 
to the Holy See to present a ‘state 
of the union’ report of the dio-
cese but also to make a pilgrim-
age to the tomb of St. Peter,” said 
the bishop. 

He noted that St. Peter stands 
as a reminder to “stay connected 
with our roots.” 

“We wear red because this 
Mass marks a celebration of St. 
Peter as well, a celebration of St. 
Peter, the rock,” said the bishop. 

He noted during the visit the 
bishops of Louisiana were sitting 
in a circle and then the bishops 
had an opportunity to ask ques-
tions. 

“(Pope Benedict) was very 
soft spoken but he answered ev-
ery question with clarity,” said 
Bishop Duca. “He didn’t back 
down from questions and even 
offered some speculative and 
creative answers, and he was 
considering the future.” 

Despite the fact that the 
pontiff was older, Bishop Duca 
pointed out that Pope Benedict’s 
mind was “sharp and alive.” 

During that visit, the pope 
stood patiently as the bishops 
preceded through and had their 
pictures taken, far from the hu-
man tendency to think of the 
pope as a Rottweiler or “the en-
forcer.” 

“Today I remember him as 
our Holy Father. And there’s re-
ally no way we can fully think 
about the generous gift he was 
to the church,” Bishop Duca said. 

Pope Benedict was a major 
influence as a theologian in the 
Second Vatican Council. His 
immense amount of work will 
continue to be something peo-
ple will continue to plumb the 
depths of for years to come, the 
bishop said. 

Part of the generations of 
bishops that lived through the 
Second World War, the rise of 
communism and the world’s 
changes “that have come and 
gone since then,” Pope Benedict 
was also one of the last popes 
with roots that are “grounded 
in that part of history,” Bishop 
Duca said. 

He noted that news reports 
highlighted the fact that in his 
homily at the funeral Mass for 
Pope Benedict, Pope Francis 
only mentioned the deceased 
pope’s name once (and then as 
a “faithful friend of the bride-
groom”). But Bishop Duca said 
he would not be surprised if 
Pope Benedict wished it to be 
that way. 

“I can imagine he would have 
wanted that kind of humble pres-
ence,” said the bishop, noting 
when people talk about him he 
would not want them to “lift me 
up” but to “lift me up in prayer, 
for I am a humble servant.” 

“But we’re all servants and in 
some ways, we are always com-
ing up short and always in need 
of prayer,” the bishop said. 

When Bishop Duca reads 
Pope Benedict’s writings he said 
he is surprised by the pontiff’s 
insight and the way in which he 
worded things so concisely and 
beautifully. 

“I had to marvel at his in-
sight,” said the bishop. 

He also noted that if one 

picked up Pope Benedict’s writ-
ings not knowing where the 
writings came from, one would 
think it was Pope Francis, be-
cause he spoke highly of the 
need to be evangelists and for 
renewal in the church. 

The bishop said the pope’s 
public ministry is summed up in 
“one small but very important” 
Aramaic word: “Ephphatha.” 

“Ephphatha means ‘be 
opened,’ which sums up 
Christ’s entire mission,” Pope 
Benedict had said in one of his 
Angelus addresses. 

The pontiff dwelled on the 
Gospel of St. Mark, in which 
Jesus takes a deaf and dumb 
man aside, touches his ears and 
tongue, looks up to heaven and 
says with a deep sigh, “Ephpha-
tha.” 

The bishop underscored the 
pope’s observations that the 
“closure of man” and his “iso-
lation” are not solely depen-
dent on the sensory organs. It’s 
more of an “inner closing” that 
covers the deepest core of the 
person, which the Bible refers 
to as “the heart.” Jesus came 
to liberate and open people so 
they can live fully in their rela-
tionship with God and others. 

Pope Benedict has said “God 
opens us up so that we might 
hear the voice of God and the 
voice of love speaking to our 
hearts.” 

Bishop Duca emphasized 

that these are not the words of 
“an enforcer” but someone who 
is proclaiming the good news 
and is someone who is in love 
with the Lord. Pope Benedict 
was someone who knew that 
the heart of the Gospel is to 
free us from sin that separates 
us from God and others and to 
free us from the fear of death 
by giving us hope of eternal 
life; not to be afraid of physical 
death but to die to self so we 
can be reborn and to grow in 
a deeper ability to love; to live 
freely as sons and daughters of 
God, which is to love as God as 
he loved us first. 

There is a sense that the 
Gospel is not a Gospel of judg-
ment, said the bishop, but a 

call to be sons and daughters 
of God, which is liberating and 
freeing.  

This understanding of the 
Gospel also helps people better 
understand the heart and mind 
of Pope Benedict, said the bish-
op. He encouraged the attend-
ees to follow the path of Pope 
Benedict who opened the Gos-
pel in a new and inspirational 
way. 

“Let us thank God for him 
but let us also pray for him that 
God will receive him quickly 
into the kingdom of (heaven) 
and that he will find his place as 
that good and faithful servant,” 
said the bishop. 

He then lead the congrega-
tion in the Eternal Rest Prayer. 

Bishop Duca fondly remembers Pope Benedict XVI

Bishop Michael G. Duca shares his fond memories of the “humble ser-
vant” Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in a memorial Mass for the de-
ceased pope Jan. 5 at St. Joseph Cathedral. Photo by Debbie Shelley | The Catho-
lic Commentator 
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Seven sorrows of Mary/‘IHS’

Q What are the Seven Sorrows  
of Mary?

A In the 14th century, St. Bridget 
of Sweden started a devotion to 
Mary.  This devotion consisted of 

praying seven Hail Marys while med-
itating on the Seven Sorrows of Mary 
(also known as the Seven Dolors):
1. The Prophecy of Simeon – Mary is 

told that a sword would pierce her 
soul.

2. The Flight into Egypt – Mary and 
Joseph had to flee their homeland to 
protect Jesus from Herod.

3. The Loss of Jesus for Three Days – 
One of the worst nightmares, losing 
your child. 

4. The Carrying of the Cross – What 
agony it must have been for Mary 

to see her son whipped, kicked and 
pushed along to his crucifixion.

5. The Crucifixion of Jesus – The sword 
that Simeon predicted pierced her 
soul.

6. Jesus is Taken Down from the Cross 
– Mary Magdalene and others could 
not stop Mary from crying when 
they placed his beaten and bloodied 
body in her arms.

7. Jesus is Laid in the Tomb – Mary’s 
final farewell to her beloved son.

There is even a special rosary, or chap-
let, that you can use to pray the Seven 
Sorrows of Mary.  It consists of seven 
sets of seven beads for Hail Marys (a 
septet).  Each set is separated by a medal 
or a bead for an Our Father.  Each septet 
of Hail Marys is followed with a brief 
invocation to Our Lady of Sorrows (such 
as: “Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, pray for us”), or a Glory Be.

In the 15th century, the Franciscans 
started a devotion to Mary as a counter-
part to the Seven Sorrows of Mary — the 
Franciscan Crown, or the rosary of the 
seven joys of the Blessed Virgin Mary:  
1. Annunciation – Mary joyfully said 

“yes” to be the mother of God.
2. Visitation – St. Elizabeth joyfully 

greets Mary as the “mother of my 
Lord.”

3. Nativity of Jesus – What a joy it 
must have been for Mary to give 

birth to our savior.
4. Adoration of the Magi – What a joy 

it must have been to see three kings 
pay homage to her son.

5. Finding of Jesus in the Temple – 
What a relief it must have been to 
find Jesus in the temple after three 
days of searching for him.

6. Resurrection of Jesus – Mary’s sor-
row is turned into joy when she sees 
her son after his resurrection.

7. Assumption of Mary (and/or the 
Coronation of the Virgin Mary in 
Heaven) – Finally, reunited with her 
son in heaven.

Q On some priests’ vestments I 
have the three letters “IHS” or 
“JHS.”  What do these letters 

mean?

A Despite what some people 
believe, IHS does not mean “I 
have suffered.”  IHS or JHS are 

acronyms, or Christograms, represent-
ing the first three letters of Jesus’ name 
in Greek.  “Jesus” in Greek is “ΙΗΣΟΥΣ,” 
so “IHΣ” represents Jesus’ name.  An-
cient Christian communities first used 
only two letters to identify Jesus, “IH.”  
Sometime in the third century the third 
letter, sigma (Σ), was added.  In the 
Latin alphabet sigma (Σ) is “S.” Hence, 
IHΣ became IHS.  Also, in English, “J” 
is used instead of “I,” hence JHS also 
represents the name of Jesus.

In early Christianity, IHS was used 
as a secret symbol or code on tombs, 
indicating that a Christian was buried 
in the tomb.  According to the Catholic 
Encyclopedia: “The monogram became 
more popular after the 12th century 
when St. Bernard insisted much on 
devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus, and 
the 14th century when the founder of the 
Jesuati, Blessed John Colombini, usually 
wore it on his breast.  (Note: the Jesuati 
was a religious order devoted to penance 
and charity with a special devotion to St. 
Jerome.)

IHS became the accepted icono-
graphical characteristic of St. Vincent 
Ferrer and of St. Bernardine of Siena. St. 
Ignatius of Loyola adopted the mono-
gram in his seal as general of the Society 
of Jesus (the Jesuits), and thus it became 
the emblem of his institute. IHS was 
sometimes wrongly understood as “Jesus 
Hominum (or Hierosolymae) Salvator,” 
or “Jesus, the savior of men.”

Besides being displayed on some of 
the priest’s vestments, IHS or JHS might 
also be seen engraved on some altars, 
inscribed on some eucharistic hosts and 
featured in stained glass windows.    

DEACON HOOPER is a deacon assistant 
at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Denham Springs. He can be reached at 
ghooper@diobr.org.

Stump the Deacon  
Deacon George Hooper
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By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Some common responses to 
the subject of climate change 
include “What can I do when 
industries and exploiters of the 
land are causing the problem?” 

Or nonchalantly throwing a 
water bottle out the car window 
because “it’s a big Earth, one 
bottle won’t hurt.”

All such actions hurt the 
Earth, as seen by record-setting 
high temperatures, drought, se-
vere weather and poor air qual-
ity. South Louisiana and the 
Gulf Coast have experienced the 
impact through hurricanes and 
floods, leaving in their after-
math loss of lives and massive 
damage.

The United Nations holds 
summits to address climate 
change and governments set reg-
ulations but even more import-
ant to help the suffering Earth is 
to care for creation.

On Jan. 28, beginning at 

9 a.m., The Lay Associates of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph in Ba-
ton Rouge will host a day of 
reflection and formation and 
call to action to help spread the 
message of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical 
“Laudato Si’.” The 
event will be held 
at the St. Joseph’s 
Academy’s Mother 
Alice Hall, 2980 
Kleinert Ave., Ba-
ton Rouge. 

The morning 
session will focus 
on Pope Francis’ 
call to be good 
stewards of the 
Earth. After lunch, 
which is provid-
ed, the afternoon 
session from 1 – 3 
p.m. will include brainstorming 
on taking practical steps to an-
swer the call of “Laudato Si’.”

In May 2015, Pope Francis 
published the encyclical, “Lau-
dato Si’ ” (“Praise Be to You”). 

The title is based on the Umbri-
an phrase from “The Canticle of 
the Sun” by St. Francis of Assisi, 
the patron saint of ecology. The 
subtitle is “Care for Our Com-

mon Home.”
In the encyc-

lical Pope Fran-
cis challenges 
“every person 
on the planet” 
to ensure jus-
tice for the en-
vironment. He 
urges society 
to turn away 
from the idea of 
progress at the 
expense of the 
Earth’s resourc-
es and calls on 
people to recog-
nize that devel-

opment which fails to respect the 
Earth is a false economy.

While some have picked up on 
the encyclical and educated peo-
ple on its message, especially in 
the Baton Rouge area, many are 

unfamiliar with “Laudato Si’ ” or 
wonder how they can meet the 
challenge. 

The Baton Rouge day of re-
flection will be led by Kascha 
Sanor, director of social and en-
vironmental justice for the Con-
gregation of St. Joseph. Sanor of-
fers an interactive presentation 
that introduces “Laudato Si’ ” 
and integral ecology, facilitates 
personal and small group reflec-
tion and prayerfully leads to a 
collective call to action.  

Sanor said “Laudato Si’ ” chal-
lenges people to go deeper in 
their faith and to look around at 
what is happing to the Earth and 
people.

Because developing countries 
are the ones most often heavily 
impacted by the environment, 
Pope Francis emphasizes that 
by caring for the environment, 
people are also helping provide 
justice for the poor.

“The encyclical illuminates 
that the cry of the Earth and the 
cry of the poor are one,” Sanor 

said. 
She noted this is in keeping 

with the charism of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph to honor the oneness 
with each other and the Earth.

The leadership team of the 
Associates of the Congregation 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph in 
Baton Rouge said it is excited to 
have the opportunity to host and 
introduce Sanor to the Baton 
Rouge community. They noted 
that “Laudato Si’ ” fits in with 
one of the charisms of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph to care for creation. 
The day will also provide infor-
mation and challenge people to 
make changes for the integrity of 
the environment.

“(Sanor) will lead us in a day 
of reflection examining Pope 
Francis’ encyclical. Pope Fran-
cis’ message informs our intel-
lect, challenges our spirit and 
unites the community to care for 
our ‘common home,’ ” wrote the 
leadership team.

To RSVP for the event, email 
vickilaplace@gmail.com.

Day of reflection to focus on “Laudato Si’ ”

 Kascha Sanor

Y0040_GHHJEW7EN_23_AD_M

Turning 65 or new to Medicare?

It’s time to get Medicare-ready
Get a free* benefits review from a professional
Whether you have Medicare already or you’re taking your first steps toward 
it, now’s the time to learn about what Humana Medicare Advantage plans 
are available for 2023 and what they offer.  

More than a plan
Humana goes the extra mile to help you get the care you need. This is more 
than health insurance. It’s human care. 

See why more than 8.7 million people across the country† have chosen  
Humana Medicare Advantage plans and stand-alone prescription drug plans.

Call a licensed Humana sales agent

Sarah Sotile
225-354-9220 (TTY: 711) 
ssotile@humana.com 
Humana.com/ssotile

* There’s no obligation to enroll.
† Humana Inc. First Quarter 2022 Earnings Release April 27, 2022.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan depends on
contract renewal. At Humana, it is important you are treated fairly. Humana Inc. and its subsidiaries comply with applicable federal civil
rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity,
ancestry, ethnicity, marital status, religion or language. English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of
charge, are available to you. Call 1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios
gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 繁體中文 (Chinese): 注意：如果您使用繁體中文 ，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務 。請致電 1-877-320-1235 (TTY：711) 。

Come visit me at:
Humana's Neighborhood Center
10330 Airline Hwy., Baton Rouge, LA 70816 
By appointment only

[[HumTaglineCal]]
A more human way 
to healthcare™
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Here is a look back at the 
key dates and events in the 
life of Pope Benedict XVI:

1927 — Joseph Ratzinger is born on Holy 
Saturday, April 16, in the Bavarian town of 
Marktl am Inn, Germany, and is baptized 
on that same day.

1936  — Joseph Ratzinger makes his first 
Communion in the parish church of the 
Assumption of Our Lady on March 15.

1937  — Cardinal Michael von Faulhaber 
administers the sacrament of confirma-
tion to 10-year-old Joseph Ratzinger on 
June 9 in the Traunstein, Germany, parish 
church of St. Oswald.

1939  — At age 12, Joseph Ratzinger en-
ters a minor seminary in Traunstein in 
the same year that German dictator Adolf 
Hitler orders the invasion of Poland and 
World War II begins.

1941  — By law, Joseph Ratzinger is re-
quired to enter the “Hitler Youth” at age 
14. He finds the group wretched and nev-
er wears his uniform, according to Pope 
Benedict XVI’s biographer, Peter Seewald.

1943  — At age 16, he is drafted into the 
German army and conscripted into the 
military’s auxiliary anti-aircraft service. 
He is sent to Hungary where he sets tank 
traps in the final months of World War II.

1945  — Joseph  Ratzinger deserts the 
army with his brother, Georg, to rejoin the 
seminary. He is briefly held in a prisoner of 
war camp. Pope Benedict would later say 
that the Nazis led “a sinister regime” that 
“banished God and thus became impervi-
ous to anything true and good.”

1946–1951 — He studies philosophy and 
theology at the University of Munich and 
at the higher school in Freising.

1951
June 29 — Father Joseph Ratzinger is or-
dained a priest on the feast of Sts. Peter 
and Paul in the Freising Cathedral in the 

Diocese of Munich together 
with his brother, Georg.

July 8 — The future pope 
celebrates  his first Mass in 
St. Oswald’s in Traunstein. It 
is a High Mass with the mu-
sic of Joseph Haas’ opus 88 
Mass of Christ the King.

1953  — Father Ratzinger 
completes his doctorate 
degree in theology at the 
University of Munich. His 
thesis is titled “The People 
and House of God in St. 
Augustine’s Doctrine of the 
Church.”

1957 — The priest qualifies 
as a university professor 
teaching dogma and fun-
damental theology at the 
higher school of philosophy and theology 
of Freising. He would teach in Bonn from 
1959 to 1969, in Münster from 1963 to 
1966 and in Tübingen from 1966 to 1969.

1962–1965  — Father Ratzinger acts as a 

theological adviser during the Second 
Vatican Council in Rome for Cardinal Jo-
seph Frings, the archbishop of Cologne. 
He attends all four sessions of the council.

1969 — He is appointed professor of dog-
matic theology and the history of dogma 
at the University of Regensburg. In a Ger-
man radio broadcast, he predicts that the 
Catholic Church will be a smaller and “a 
more spiritual Church” in the future.

1972  — Father Ratzinger co-founds the 
theological journal Communio with Hans 
Urs von Balthasar and Henri De Lubac.

1977
March 24 — Pope Paul VI appoints Father 
Ratzinger archbishop of Munich and Freis-
ing.

May 28 — Archbishop Ratzinger is conse-
crated as a bishop, choosing the episcopal 
motto “Fellow Worker in the Truth.”

June 27 — Pope Paul VI makes Archbishop 
Ratzinger a cardinal in a consistory in St. 

Peter’s Basilica.

1981 — Pope John Paul II ap-
points Cardinal Ratzinger to 
serve as the prefect for the 
Vatican’s Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith.

1982  — Cardinal Ratzinger 
moves to Italy to join the Ro-
man Curia. He resigns as arch-
bishop of Munich and Freis-
ing on Feb. 15, 1982. He also 
serves as the president of the 
Biblical Commission and of 
the Pontifical International 
Theological Commission.

1986–1992  — Cardinal Ratz-
inger serves as president of 
the Commission for Drafting 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.

1997  — Cardinal Ratzinger asks St. John 
Paul II to allow him to resign his curial po-
sition so that he could work in the Vatican 
Library, but he is denied.

2002  — Cardinal Ratz-
inger becomes dean of 
the College of Cardinals 
at age 75.

2005
April 8 — Cardinal Ratz-
inger presides over Holy 
Mass for the funeral of 
Pope John Paul II.

April 19 — Cardinal 
Ratzinger is elected the 
265th pontiff of the Ro-
man Catholic Church 
and takes the name 
Benedict XVI.

June — Two months into his papacy, Pope 
Benedict XVI disciplines Father Marcel 
Maciel Degollado, founder of the Legion-
aries of Christ, who had been accused of 
sexually abusing seminarians and father-
ing children.

Aug. 17 — Pope Benedict XVI visits his na-
tive Germany for World Youth Day in Co-
logne in his first international trip as pope.

2006
Jan. 25 — Pope Benedict XVI promulgates 
the encyclical  “Deus Caritas Est”  (God Is 
Love).

May 26 — The pope visits the Auschwitz 
concentration camp during a pastoral visit 
to Poland.

Sept. 12 — Pope Benedict XVI delivers 
“The Regensburg Address.”

Nov. 30 — The pope visits Turkey, where 
he prays silently alongside Muslim leader 
Mustafa Cagrici at Istanbul’s Blue Mosque.

2007
May 15 — The pope’s book, “Jesus of Naz-
areth,” is published in the United States.

May 27 — Pope Benedict XVIpens a letter 
to Catholics in China.

July 7 — The pope promulgates  “Sum-
morum Pontificum,” which significantly 
broadens permission for priests to cele-

brate Mass in Latin accord-
ing to the 1962 missal.

July 13 — Pope Benedict 
XVI announces that the 
Vatican will become the 
world’s first “carbon neu-
tral” state.

Nov. 30 — The Vatican pub-
lishes Pope Benedict’s en-
cyclical  “Spe Salvi”  on the 
virtue of hope.

2008
April 15–20 — Pope Benedict XVI visits 
the United States, where he meets with 
sex abuse victims in Boston, addresses the 
United Nations, greets President George 
W. Bush at the White House, visits Ground 
Zero and celebrates Mass in Yankee Sta-
dium.

June 28 — The pope opens the church’s 
Year of St. Paul at the Basilica of St. Paul 
Outside the Walls in Rome.

July 13–21 — Pope Benedict XVI visits 
Australia for World Youth Day and makes 
a historic apology for clerical sex abuse 
during his trip.

Oct. 26 — The pope opens the Synod of 
Bishops on the Word of God in the Life and 
Mission of the Church at the Vatican.

2009
Jan. 23 — Pope Benedict XVI launches a 
Vatican YouTube channel.

May 8–15 — During an apostolic journey 
to the Holy Land, Pope Benedict XVI visits 
Jordan, Israel and the Palestinian territo-
ries, where he calls for cooperation be-
tween Palestinians and Israelis.

June 19 — The pope opens the church’s 
Year for Priests, which lasts until June 19, 
2010.

July 7 — Pope Benedict XVI promulgates 
the encyclical “Caritas in Veritate”  (Char-
ity in Truth).

July 10 — The pope receives President 

Barack Obama in a private audience at the 
Vatican.

July 17 — Pope Benedict XVI spends six 
weeks in a cast after falling and breaking 
his wrist while on summer vacation.

Oct. 4 — The pope presides over the 
opening Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica for the 
special synod of bishops for Africa.

Nov. 4 — Pope Benedict XVI signs the ap-
ostolic constitution  “Anglicanorum Coe-
tibus” on personal ordinariates for Angli-
cans entering into full communion with 
the Catholic Church.

Dec. 3 — Pope Benedict XVI opens the 
Holy See’s diplomatic relations with Rus-
sia after a private meeting with President 
Dmitri A. Medvedev.

2010
March 20 — Pope Benedict XVI publishes 
a pastoral letter to Catholics in Ireland in 
light of the sex abuse crisis.

April 2 — Pope Benedict XVI venerates the 

Holy Shroud in Turin, Italy.

Sept. 16–19 — The pope travels to the 
United Kingdom, where he presides over 
the beatification of Cardinal John Henry 
Newman.

Oct. 10 — Pope Benedict XVI celebrates 
the opening Mass for the special Synod of 
Bishops for the Middle East.

Nov. 6–7 — Pope Benedict XVI visits the 
historic pilgrimage site of Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain, for its Holy Year and 
consecrates Barcelona’s Sagrada Familia 
church.

2011
May 1 — Pope Benedict 
XVI presides over the 
beatification of Pope 
John Paul II in St. Peter’s 
Square.

Aug. 18 — Pope Benedict 
XVI participates in World 
Youth Day in Madrid, 
Spain.

Sept. 22–25 — Pope Benedict XVI makes 
his third and final visit as pope to his na-
tive country of Germany.

2012
Jan. 6 — Pope Benedict XVI appoints 22 
new cardinals, including Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan of New York.

March 23–29 — The pope visits Mexico 
and Cuba.

Sept. 14–16 — Pope Benedict XVI visits 
Lebanon in what will be the last interna-
tional trip of his pontificate.

Oct. 6 — The pope’s former butler, Paolo 
Gabriele, is sentenced to more than a year 
in prison for stealing documents from  
the Vatican.

Oct. 7 — Pope Benedict XVI proclaims St. 
John of Ávila and St. Hildegard of Bingen 
doctors of the Church.

Oct. 11 — The pope opens the church’s 
Year of Faith.

Oct. 21 — Pope Benedict XVI canonizes 

seven saints, including St. Kateri Tekak-
witha.

Oct. 28 — He celebrates the closing Mass 
for the Synod of Bishops on the new evan-
gelization.

Dec. 12 — Pope Benedict XVI becomes the 
first pope to post on Twitter, using the ac-
count @Pontifiex.

2013
Feb. 11 — Pope Benedict XVI shocks the 
world with a Latin-language announce-
ment of his retirement at age 85.

Feb. 14 — In his fi-
nal public words as 
pope, he says: “I’m 
simply a pilgrim who 
is starting the last 
stage of his pilgrim-
age on Earth.”

Feb. 28 — Taking the 
title “pope emeritus,” 
Pope Benedict XVI 

travels from Vatican City to Castel Gan-
dolfo by helicopter.

May 2 — Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
moves into the Mater Ecclesiae Monas-
tery, a small four-story building within the 
walls of Vatican City State. He will remain 
there in quiet retirement until his death.

2014
Feb. 22 — Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI emerges from seclu-
sion to attend his successor’s 
first consistory for the creation 
of new cardinals.

Sept. 28 — Pope Francis de-
scribes Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI as “a wise grandfa-
ther.”

2015  — Pope Emeritus Bene-
dict XVI attends the launch 
of Pope Francis’ Holy Year of 
Mercy.

2016  — Archbishop Georg 
Gänswein, the pope emeritus’ 

longtime personal secretary, says that 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI is using a 
walker to help him get around.

2019 — Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI pub-
lishes an essay on April 10 on the scandal 
of sex abuse in the church, looking at the 
abuse crisis in the context of the sexual 
revolution of the 1960s, the concurrent 
collapse in moral theology and their effect 
on priestly life and formation.

2020
January — Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
contributes an essay to a book defending 
priestly celibacy.

June 18–22 — Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI travels to Germany to be close to his 
ailing brother, Georg. During the four-day 
trip, the pope emeritus is able to say a last 
goodbye  to his older brother, who dies 
the following week on July 1.

Sept. 4 — Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI be-
comes the longest-living person to have 
been pope when he surpasses Pope Leo 

XIII, who died at age 93 years and 140 days 
in 1903.

2022
Jan. 20 — A  report  on the handling of 
abuse cases in Germany’s Archdiocese of 
Munich and Freising faults Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI for his handling of four cases 

during his tenure as Mu-
nich archbishop from 1977 
to 1982.

Feb. 8 — Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI person-
ally  requests forgive-
ness from abuse survivors 
in an almost 1,000-word 
letter responding to the 
Munich abuse report.

July 11 — A  false re-
port  that Pope Benedict 
XVIhas died circulates on 
social media.

Dec. 31 — Pope Emeri-
tus Benedict XVI dies at  
age 95.

t i m e l i n e  o f  

pope emeritus  
benedict xvi

Bishop Michael G. Duca 
shares a moment with 

then-Pope Benedict XVI 
during the bishop’s ad 

limina visit in 2012. Photo 
courtesy of Bishop Michael G. Duca
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Please give generously
 January 21 & 22.

ADORE RETREAT – More than 30 girls recently gathered for a retreat titled, “Adore:  How to 
Discern God’s Will for Our Lives” at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Baton Rouge. The day was 
an Advent discernment retreat for religious life, a day that was also filled with peace, joy and 
wonder of living in his holy will. Religious orders that were represented included Poor Nuns 
of Jesus and Mary, Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady, Hospitallers of Mercy, Mercedarian 
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament and Community of Jesus Crucified. Father Josh Johnson, 
pastor of Sacred Heart Church, is pictured addressing the girls about his own vocational life. 
Also pictured is Father Johnson celebrating the Mass. Photos provided by Suzanne Payne | Office of Vocations

ULTRASOUND MACHINE DONATION – Knights of Columbus councils in the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge and many parishioners in the diocese made possible the donation 
of a 3-D and 4-D ultrasound machine to the Women’s Help Center in Baton Rouge. 
The Knights of Columbus have helped provide these machines since 2009.   The 
Knights donated 1,500 machines as of 2022.  Pictured are some of the Knights with 
Barbara Thomas of the Women’s Help Center. Donating councils are Assumption 
Council #1099, Blessed Eugene Council #6753, Assumption Council #1099, Pierre 
Part/Belle River Council #5352, Labadieville Council #11061, St. Patrick Church 
Council #8601 in Baton Rouge, St. Thomas More Church Council #5530  in Baton 
Rouge,  St. Alphonsus Church in Greenwell Springs Council #2807 and its Ladies 
Auxiliary, Msgr. Gassler Assembly #319 and Bishop Ott Assembly #2241 as well as 
Men of The Cross of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church in St. Amant and Ascension 
Men Evangelizing Now. Photo provided by John Hauler
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El obispo Michael G. Duca, a la izquierda, se encuentra con el Papa Benedicto XVI durante una visita ad 
lumina cuando el obispo prestaba servicio en la diócesis de Shreveport. Foto proporcionada por el obispo Duca

DECLARACIÓN DEL OBISPO DE 
BATON ROUGE MICHAEL G. DUCA 
SOBRE EL FALLECIMIENTO DEL 
PAPA EMÉRITO BENEDICTO XVI

Mr. D’s Tree Service

• Economical
• Fully Insured • Quality Work

ovEr 40 yEars ExpErIEncE
Don Decell, owner
carl BaBin, owner

CALL TODAY! 
225-292-6756

Solution on page 14

ACROSS
1 Book after Judges
5 Young horses
10 Nod, vis-à-vis 54D
14 US labor agency
15 Shady recess
16 South American Indian
17 Friday in Lent no-no food
18 Tumults
19 Growl
20 Prestigious
22 Gregorian ___
23 Pope ___ XVI
26 Imply
30 “…your ___ and your staff comfort 

me” (Ps 23:4)
31 Cut grass
34 Pungent bulbs
35 Catholic actor, Fred ___Murray
36 Ruin
37 Country that has produced the 

most saints
38 The feast of St. Polycarp is in this 

month (abbr.)
39 Commonplace
40 Queue
41 Tribe of Israel
42 Scorched
43 Maximum (abbr.)
44 Whimsical
45 Silliness
46 Month of the feast of St. Francis 

Xavier
48 Lacking interest
51 Sycophant
56 These hands are the devil’s work-

shop
57 Catholic Canadian Prime Minister, 

Joe ___
59 Method
60 LA problem
61 Contradict
62 Like good cheese
63 Regarding
64 Kind of power
65 “…and do not share in another’s 

___” (1 Tim 5:22)

DOWN
1 The Holy See

2 Employs
3 Demonstrative pronoun
4 Detest
5 Benedict of Nursia is their patron 

saint
6 The East
7 Residence
8 He traveled with Abraham
9 More than one Benedictine (abbr.)
10 Number of popes named Alexan-

der
11 Prophet in Luke 2
12 Scrutinize
13 Sharp to the taste
21 Wood for black piano keys, once
22 Religious instruction, formerly 

(abbr.)
24 Dull
25 Biennial games org.
26 French World War I soldier
27 Pending
28 Cheerful
29 Long, cylindrical piece of wood
31 New Zealand aboriginal
32 Beginning
33 Overgrown
35 “For us ___, and for our salva-

tion…”
36 Ground husk of wheat
38 Catholic actress Dunaway
39 Purloined fruit in Augustine’s 

Confessions
41 St. Nicholas’ feast is in this mon.
42 Athletic shoe
44 “I’m ___ up!”
45 Spain and Portugal
46 St. Juan ___
47 “I’ll give it ___”
48 Passport endorsement
49 Naval officers’ rank (abbr.)
50 Scheme
52 Latin 101 word
53 Catholic athlete known for his 

malapropisms
54 Biblical garden
55 Clarets
57 TV station
58 Pope of the fifth century

diciembre 31 2022
 
El Obispo de Baton Rouge, 

Michael G. Duca, dijo hoy que 
él y el Obispo Emérito Robert 
W. Muench “se unen a los fieles 
de la Diócesis para expresar un 
profundo pesar por el falleci-
miento del Papa Emérito Bene-
dicto XVI.”

“Su extraordinaria vida 
abarcó casi un siglo, una época 
tumultuosa en la historia de 
nuestro mundo y una era de 
grandes cambios en nuestra 
Iglesia,” dijo el obispo. “Sus con-

tribuciones van desde su partic-
ipación en el Vaticano II, hasta 
su dirección de la publicación 
del nuevo Catecismo, hasta su 
papel en la actualización y pub-
licación del Código de Derecho 
Canónico,” dijo el obispo. 

“Su papado siguió al de uno de 
nuestros Santos Padres más rev-
erenciados, y asumió obediente-
mente el papel del Buen Pastor, 
gobernando con amor y mi-
sericordia, pero siempre fiel al 
Magisterio de la Iglesia. El Papa 
Emérito Benedicto XVI se retiró 
a un monasterio en el Vaticano 

para vivir sus días en oración y 
meditación. Que ahora descanse 
en la paz de Dios por toda la 
eternidad,” agregó el obispo. 

Contacts: 
Deacon Dan Borné, 
Media Spokesperson 
Diocese of Baton Rouge 
225-229-9500 
dborne@diobr.org 
 
Kelly Alexander, 
Media Liaison 
Diocese of Baton Rouge 
225-936-7373 
kalexander@diobr.org
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to You for Only $14 per year
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Another 
Perspective

Father John Carville

The risen Lord wants us in his eucharistic community
Retreats are great oppor-

tunities to consider what 
God is trying to tell each 

of us individually, personally, 
and possibly also as a com-
munity. I spent October 3–6 
with my brother priests of our 
diocese and our bishop at Man-
resa Retreat House downriver 
in Convent, Louisiana. We had 
Father Mark Thibodeaux S.J. as 
our retreat master. To no one’s 
surprise, he used the Spiri-
tual Exercises of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola as the format of his talks. 
St. Ignatius founded the Jesuits, 
and he left these “Exercises” 
to them as his legacy. One new 
thing I learned was that he 
tinkered with them throughout 
his life, adding and subtracting 
the topics and questions the re-
treatant is supposed to meditate 
upon.

One talk that truly held my 
attention was entitled “The 
Risen Lord wants us in commu-
nity.” I had brought a book along 
with me which I completed 
reading about half way through 
the retreat. It was Bishop Robert 
Barron’s 123 page work titled 
simply “EUCHARIST.” Bishop 
Barron explains this most 
important tenent of our Catholic 
sacraments as a biblical sacred 
meal, a sacrifice, and the Real 
Presence of Christ to commu-
nicants as individuals and to-
gether as the continuation of his 
body, the Church. I share Bishop 
Barron’s concern about the ap-
parent loss of faith in the Real 
Presence of Jesus in the Eucha-
rist among younger Catholics 
of the millennial generation. 
Having finished “EUCHARIST,” 
I went looking for more on 
this sacrament in the Manresa 
library and found an excellent, 
down-to-earth book of only 125 
pages titled “7 Secrets of the 
Eucharist” by Vinny Flynn, a 
Catholic layman, musician and 
writer. Devotees of the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy would like this 
book, since Flynn uses many 
quotes from “The Diary of St. 
Faustina,” whose full religious 
name happens to have been 
Sister Maria Faustina Kowalska 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament.

Using Bishop Barron’s expla-
nation of the Eucharist as sacred 
meal, sacrifice and real pres-
ence, I would like to offer you a 
three-part series of columns on 
the Eucharist. In the first book 
of the Bible, Genesis, man and 
woman are created “in the im-

age and likeness of God.” They 
were sinless then, but did not 
long remain so. To restore that 
holy image to humanity, God the 
Father began a plan of salvation 
culminating in the birth of his 
Son, his perfect Divine image in 
heaven and the perfect human 
expression of that divinity in the 
flesh of humanity.

The Old Testa-
ment is the story 
of that restora-
tion to salvation 
through the 
various covenants 
made with the 
Jewish people 
through Noah, the 
call of Abraham, 
the slavery of the 
Jewish people in 
Egypt, their return 
and wandering in 
the desert of Sinai 
under Moses, and 
finally, settle-
ment in the Holy 
Land and God’s 
promises through 
prophets of a savior, a messiah, 
from the line of King David. 
God’s request to his people in 
response for his saving them 
time and again is that his saving 
acts be remembered through a 
sacred meal, a passover celebra-
tion.

Genesis pictures God as 
creating out of pure love for 
the sake of his creatures, not 
himself. He wants his highest 
creatures, man and woman, 
Adam and Eve, to flourish, and 
so places them in the Garden 
of Eden where they can eat 
from all of the trees except 
one (Gen 2:15-17). He wants 
them to participate in his life 
through the joy of eating and 
drinking. God is the ultimate 
good, and therefore he alone 

can ultimately determine good 
and evil. He creates out of his 
love human creatures who can 
fulfill their highest good by 
loving in return. But they want 
this ability to determine good 
and evil for themselves, and, 
as Bishop Barron says, they 
are “interrupting thereby the 

loop of grace and 
ruining the sa-
crum convivium 
(sacred banquet). 
They really killed 
the party, and 
worse, broke the 
loop of grace in 
which a “yes” to 
God would have 
had them grow-
ing in love which 
is grace and 
their connection 
with all of God’s 
creation. In this 
highly symbolic 
story, human fear 
and pride result 
in division, isola-
tion, violence 

and recrimination. Bishop 
Barron says again, “God wants 
the sacred meal” (eating and 
drinking in communion with 
God and others); “we want to 
eat alone and on our terms.”

But God will not forsake 
his creation. He led the Jews 
out of slavery in Egypt to form 
a “chosen people” who would 
bring his message of love, peace 
and unity to the world. And to 
remind them of their mission, 
he ordered them to continue 
the anniversary of the passover 
meal every year. United to him 
and to each other, they were to 
bring his saving grace to the 
nations. 

When they began to fail in 
this mission, he sent proph-
ets like Isaiah, the greatest 

prophet, to lead the people 
back to acknowledging God’s 
primacy. The sign of this righ-
teous behavior would be peace: 
in Isaiah’s prophesy, the Lord 
prophesy would “judge between 
nations, and shall arbitrate for 
many peoples; they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning 
hooks” (Isa 2:3-4). This will all 
take place on God’s holy moun-
tain (Jerusalem), the place of 
the temple, the place of right 
worship and acknowledgement 
of God’s sovereignty. And it is 
also the place of a great meal. 
“On the mountain the Lord of 
hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wines, of rich food 
filled with marrow, of well-aged 
wines strail)ed clear” (Isa 25:6). 
God is feeding his people and 
they are returning his graceful 
love by living in nonviolence.

The point here is that Jesus 
is the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament’s picture of God’s 
actions.

He freely admits that eat-
ing and drinking is part of his 
mission. And in contrast to the 
table fellowship of his day, at 
Jesus’ table all are welcome: 
saints, sinners, men, women, 
honest and dishonest (tax col-
lectors like Zachaeus and his 
apostle Matthew), the healthy 
and the sick. This is a deliber-
ate picture of God’s intentions 
for the human race. It is no ac-
cident that the account of Jesus 
feeding thousands with a few 
loaves and fishes is found in all 
four gospels. Jesus is training 
his apostles as disciples.

They are to continue the loop 
of grace — what they have re-
ceived from God as a grace they 
are to give to others as a grace.

The sacred meal has a final 

meaning, one that is very im-
portant for our understanding 
of the Eucharist. It is a prepara-
tion for heaven. When he began 
the Last Supper, Jesus told his 
apostles, “I have eagerly desired 
to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer, for I tell you, 
I shall not eat it again until it 
is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.” Then he took a cup, gave 
thanks, and said, “Take this 
and share it among yourselves: 
for I tell you that from this time 
on I shall not drink of the fruit 
of the vine until the kingdom of 
God comes.” Then he took the 
bread, said the blessing, broke 
it, and gave it to them saying, 
“This is my body, which will be 
given for you; do this in memo-
ry of me.” And likewise the cup 
after they had eaten, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, which will be shed 
for you” (Lk 22: 15-20).

Jesus commands us to “do 
this in memory of me.” His 
real presence in the Eucharist 
is the fulfillment of his gospel 
promise, “Behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the age” 
(Mt 28:20).

Vatican II’s Dogmatic Consti-
tution on the Church states that, 
“The Eucharist is the source and 
summit of the Christian life.” 
St. Theresa of Avila wrote of the 
Eucharist: through it “together 
we become the body of Christ.” 
“O Jesus hidden God, my heart 
perceives you, though veils hide 
you” (veils of bread and wine), 
(“The Diary of St. Faustina,” p. 
524).

FATHER CARVILLE is a retired priest 
in the Diocese of Baton Rouge 
and writes on current topics 
for The Catholic Commentator. 
He can be reached at johnny 
carville@gmail.com.

 | PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PRAY FOR US  Please pray for the priests, deacons and religious women and men in the Baton Rouge Diocese.

Jan. 19 Rev. Matthew C. Dupré
 Dcn. Jeff R. Easley
 Br. Roland Champagne SC
Jan. 20 Rev. Reuben C. Dykes
 Dcn. Glenn Farnet
 Sr. Fe Borero Bista DM
Jan. 21 Rev. Denis O. Edwugha
 Dcn. John Ferguson
 Br. Robert Croteau SC
Jan. 22 Rev. Michael French SJ
 Dcn. Natale (Nat) J. Garofalo
 Sr. Tonia of Heart of Jesus Borcellino HMSS
Jan. 23 Rev. Michael Galea
 Dcn. Edward J. Gauthreaux

 Br. Ramon Daunis SC
Jan. 24 Rev. Henry W. Gautreau Jr.
 Dcn. Steven C. Gonzales
 Sr. Judith Brun CSJ
Jan. 25 Rev. Emilio Gomez
 Dcn. Richard H. Grant
 Br. Alan Drain SC
Jan. 26 Rev. Matthew J. Graham
 Dcn. Ed Hanks
 Sr. Lan Thuy Bui ICM
Jan. 27 Rev. Timothy Grimes
 Dcn. Ronald J. Hebert
 Br. Carl Evans SC
Jan. 28 Rev. Paul A. Gros

 Dcn. Clayton A. Hollier
 Sr. Helen Cahill FMOL
Jan. 29 Rev. Eric V. Gyan 
 Dcn. George Hooper
 Br. Henry Gaither SC
Jan. 30 Rev. Ryan Hallford
 Dcn. Glenn Hymel
 Sr. Demetria Castro HMSS
Jan. 31 Rev. Patrick Healy SSJ
 Dcn. Michael J. (Shelley) Joseph
 Br. Harold Harris SC
Feb. 1 Rev. Ray Hebert SC
 Dcn. John A. Jung Jr.
 Sr. Maria Sato Culaway DM
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The anthropological function of gossip

Pope Benedict’s Spiritual Testament

In Exile
Father Ron Rolheiser

The Vatican on Dec. 31 published the Spiritual Tes-
tament of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, written 
on Aug. 29, 2006, one year and four months into 

his pontificate. Each pope writes a spiritual testament 
to be made public only after his death. Below is Catholic 
News Agency’s translation of the full testament from 
Italian:

My spiritual testament
If in this late hour of my life I look back at the de-

cades I have been through, first I see how many reasons 
I have to give thanks. First and foremost I thank God 
himself, the giver of every good gift, who gave me life 
and guided me through various confusing times; always 
picking me up whenever I began to slip and always 
giving me again the light of his face. In retrospect I see 
and understand that even the dark and tiring stretches 
of this journey were for my salvation and that it was in 
them that he guided me well.

I thank my parents, who gave me life in a difficult 
time and who, at the cost of great sacrifice, with their 
love prepared for me a magnificent abode that, like clear 
light, illuminates all my days to this day. My father’s 
lucid faith taught us children to believe, and as a sign-
post it has always been steadfast in the midst of all my 
scientific acquisitions; the profound devotion and great 
goodness of my mother represent a legacy for which I 
can never give thanks enough. My sister has assisted 

me for decades selflessly and with affectionate care; my 
brother, with the lucidity of his judgments, his vigorous 
resolve and serenity of heart, has always paved the way 
for me; without this constant preceding and accompa-
nying me I could not have found the right path.

From my heart I thank God for the many friends, 
men and women, whom he has always placed at my side; 
for the collaborators in all the stages of my journey; for 
the teachers and students he has given me. I gratefully 
entrust them all to his goodness. And I want to thank 
the Lord for my beautiful homeland in the foothills 
of the Bavarian Alps, in which I have always seen the 
splendor of the creator himself shining through. I thank 
the people of my homeland because in them I have been 
able again and again to experience the beauty of faith. I 
pray that our land remains a land of faith, and I beg you, 
dear countrymen: Do not let yourselves be turned away 
from the faith. And finally I thank God for all the beauty 
I have been able to experience at all the phases of my 
journey, especially, however, in Rome and in Italy, which 
has become my second homeland.

To all those whom I have wronged in any way, I 
heartily ask for forgiveness.

What I said before to my countrymen, I now say to 
all those in the church who have been entrusted to my 
service: Stand firm in the faith! Do not let yourselves 
be confused! It often seems that science — the natural 

sciences on the one hand and historical research (espe-
cially exegesis of sacred Scripture) on the other — are 
able to offer irrefutable results at odds with the Catholic 
faith. I have experienced the transformations of the 
natural sciences since long ago and have been able to 
see how, on the contrary, apparent certainties against 
the faith have vanished, proving to be not science but 
philosophical interpretations only apparently pertaining 
to science; just as, on the other hand, it is in dialogue 
with the natural sciences that faith, too, has learned to 
understand better the limit of the scope of its claims, 
and thus its specificity. It is now 60 years that I have 
been accompanying the journey of theology, particu-
larly of the Biblical Sciences, and with the succession 
of different generations I have seen theses that seemed 
unshakable collapse, proving to be mere hypotheses: the 
liberal generation (Harnack, Jülicher etc.), the existen-
tialist generation (Bultmann etc.), the Marxist genera-
tion. I saw and see how out of the tangle of assumptions 
the reasonableness of faith emerged and emerges again. 
Jesus Christ is truly the way, the truth and the life — 
and the church, with all its insufficiencies, is truly His 
body.

Finally, I humbly ask: Pray for me, so that the Lord, 
despite all my sins and insufficiencies, welcomes me into 
the eternal dwellings. To all those entrusted to me, day 
by day, my heartfelt prayer goes out.

In his novel “Oscar and Lucin-
da” author Peter Carey offers 
this colorful image of gossip. 

The setting is a small town 
where there are rumors about 
the priest and a particular young 
woman. Here’s his metaphor: 
“The vicar of Woollahra then 
took her shopping and society, 
always feeling shopping to be 
the most intimate activity, was 
pleased to feel the steam pres-
sure rising in itself as it got ready 
to be properly scandalized – its 
pipes groaned and stretched, 
you could hear the noises in its 
walls and cellars. They imagined 
he paid for her finery. When they 
heard this was not so, that the 
girl had sovereigns in her purse 
– enough, it was reported, to buy 
the priest a pair of onyx cufflinks 
– the pressure did not fall, but 
stayed constant, so that while it 

did not reach the stage where the 
outrage was hissing out through 
the open valves, it maintained a 
good rumble, a lower note which 
sounded like a growl in the 
throat of a smallish dog.”

What an apt image! Gossip 
does resemble steam hissing 
from a radiator or the growl of a 
small dog, and yet it’s important. 
For most of our lives we form 
community around it. How so?

Imagine going out for din-
ner with a group of colleagues. 
While there isn’t overt hostil-
ity among you, there are clear 
differences and tensions. You 
wouldn’t naturally choose to go 
out to dinner together but you 
have been thrown together by 
circumstance and are making 
the best of it.

You have dinner together and 
things go along quite pleasantly. 
There’s harmony, banter and 
humor at the table. How do you 
manage to get on so well despite 
and beyond differences? By talk-
ing about somebody else. Much 
of the time is spent talking about 
others on whose faults, eccen-
tricities and shortcomings we all 
agree. 

Alternatively, we talk about 
shared indignations. We end 
up having a harmonious time 

together because we talk about 
someone or something else 
whose difference from us is 
greater than our differences 
from each other. Of course, you 
are afraid to leave the table be-
cause you already suspect whom 
they will be talking about then! 
Your fear is well founded.

Until we reach a certain level 
of maturity, we form commu-
nity largely around scapegoat-
ing, that is, we overcome our 
differences and tensions by 
focusing on someone or some-
thing about whom or which we 
share a common distancing, 
indignation, ridicule, anger, or 
jealousy. That’s the anthropo-
logical function of gossip – and 
it’s a very important one. We 
overcome our differences and 
tensions by scapegoating some-
one or something. That’s why 
it’s easier to form community 
against something rather than 
around something and why it’s 
easier to define ourselves more 
by what we are against than by 
what we are for.

Ancient cultures knew this 
and designed certain rituals to 
take tension out of the commu-
nity by scapegoating. For exam-
ple, at the time of Jesus within 
the Jewish community a ritual 

existed that essentially worked 
this way: At regular intervals, 
the community would take a 
goat and symbolically adorn it 
with the tensions and divisions 
of the community. Among other 
things, they would drape it with 
a purple cloth to symbolize that 
it symbolically represented them 
and push a crown of thorns into 
its head to make it feel the pain 
of their tensions. (Notice how 
Jesus is draped in these exact 
symbols when Pilate shows him 
to the crowd before the crucifix-
ion: Ecce homo … Behold your 
scapegoat!) The goat was then 
chased off to die in the desert. 
It leaving the community was 
understood as taking the com-
munity’s sin and tension away, 
leaving the community free of 
tension by its banishment.

Jesus is our scapegoat. He 
takes away our sin and division, 
though not by banishment from 
the community. He takes away 
our sins by taking them in, car-
rying them and transforming 
them so as not to give them back 
in kind. Jesus takes away sin in 
the same way as a water filter 
purifies, by holding the impuri-
ties within itself and giving back 
only what is pure.

When we say Jesus died for 

our sins, we need to understand 
it this way: He took in hatred 
and gave back love; he took in 
curses and gave back blessing; 
he took in bitterness and gave 
back graciousness; he took in 
jealousy and gave back affirma-
tion; and he took in murder and 
gave back forgiveness. 

By absorbing our sin, differ-
ences and jealousies, he did for 
us what we, in a less mature and 
less effective way, try to do when 
we crucify each other through 
gossip.

And that’s Jesus’ invitation to 
us: As adults, we are invited to 
step up and do what Jesus did, 
namely, take in the differences 
and jealousies around us, hold 
them and transform them so as 
not to give them back in kind. 
Then we won’t need scapegoats 
any more, and the steam-pipes of 
gossip will cease hissing and the 
low growl of that smallish dog 
inside us will finally be silent.

OBLATE FATHER RON ROLHEISER, 
theologian, teacher and award-
winning author, is president of 
the Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio, Texas. He can  
be contacted through his web-
site ronrolheiser.com and  
facebook.com/ronrolheiser.
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While we at The Catholic Com-
mentator do our best to bring re-
liable advertisers to our readers, 
we are not responsible for any 
claims made by any advertiser.
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For sAle
Greenoaks Cemetery.  Six plots in  
section 2, $2150 for one.  More than 
one is negotiable.  Request map at 
jwl21942@gmail.com. 

Resthaven Cemetery. Gorgeous resting 
place mausoleum two-casket space.  
Chapel of Eternal Faith, Hall D, plots 617 
& 618.  $11,000 includes lettering and 
vase.  Call 225-454-5626.

Business service

Dave’s Bicycle Repair and Sales. Free 
estimate. Expert economical repair on 
all brands. Call 225-924-4337. By ap-
pointment only.

BROUSSEAU'S Painting
Interior and exterior painting. Experi-
enced and reliable. Free estimates. Call 
225-241-8488.

CALL TYRONE
“WHEN IT NEEDS FIXING”

LEAKING SINKS, FAUCETS, PIPES
UNCLOG DRAINS AND TOILETS
REPAIRS OR REPLACE GARBAGE 

DISPOSALS
PLUS OTHER REPAIRS

SUCH AS SMALL ENGINES AND 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES, ETC.

CALL 225-802-4522 OR 225-346-6246 

Business service

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Accounting and taxes for businesses, 
non-profits and individuals; business, 
computer, financial and management 
services. 30 years experience; profession-
al, prompt and personal attention. Call 
225-296-0404.

LEBLANC’S TREE & STUMP
REMOVAL, INC.

Prompt service–Free estimates
FULLY INSURED

E. H. “Eddie” LeBlanc
Phone 383-7316

HOUSEKEEPER AND OFFICE CLEANING
MATURE DEPENDABLE

25 + YEARS EXPERIENCE
HAVE REFERENCES

CALL DEBBIE
225-369-1976

Mr. D’s Tree Service
3 Licensed Arborists

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Don Decell & Carl Babin, owners
225-292-6756

 

Allan’s Tree Service
Specializes in large and dangerous tree 
removal. Licensed and insured.  Senior 
citizen and law/military discounts.  Allan 
Johnson 225-241-8789.Greenoaks Memorial Park Promise 

Garden.  Single plot.  $4000.  Call 225-
954-3064.

St. George Mausoleum.  Two spaces.  
True Companion at St. Michael Walkway.  
$8500.  Call 225-751-7566.

VETERANS, GARDEN OF HONOR  
Resthaven Cemetery.  Gorgeous rest-
ing place for military family.  Two-per-
son depth lot with preinstalled vault, 2 
Internment fees and double depth VA 
MARKER included.  $7500.  Call 281-844-
0381.

Help WAnted Help WAnted

MAINTENANCE POSITION
St. Gabriel Catholic Church is seeking a maintenance person 
to join our team.  The candidate should have strong organi-
zational, planning and communication skills.  Must be able 
to work alone or as a team.  Must have the ability to climb a 
ladder and lift up to 50 pounds.  Some general knowledge of 
plumbing, electrical, and HVAC helpful, but is not required.  
Must be able to operate a tractor, zero-turn lawnmower, 
weed-eater and other equipment. Full-time includes ben-
efits, medical retirement and paid holidays & Holydays. 
Please mail your resume to St. Gabriel Catholic Church, 
3625 Highway 75, St. Gabriel, La 7076 or email:   
myratircuit@bellsouth.net or call 225-642-8441.

Brick, Block, Stone, Ceramic Tile and 
Major Masonry Repairs.  Call 985-778-
3596

R U T H F O A L S E A S T
O S H A A R B O R I N C A
M E A T R I O T S G N A R
E S T E E M E D C H A N T

B E N E D I C T
P U R P O R T R O D M O W
O N I O N S M A C B A N E
I T A L Y F E B P R O S E
L I N E D A N S E A R E D
U L T F E Y I N A N I T Y

D E C E M B E R
V A P I D Y E A S A Y E R
I D L E C L A R K M O D E
S M O G B E L I E A G E D
A S T O S O L A R S I N S

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www

St. George Lenten Mission – Father Paul Colloton OSFS, 
assistant superior of De Sales Centre Oblate Residence in 
Childs, Maryland, will present a mission, “How to Make Or-
dinary Time Extraordinary: Reprint the Gospel or Live Je-
sus,” Monday, Jan. 16 – Wednesday, Jan. 18, 8:30 a.m. and 
7 p.m., at St. George Church, 7808 St. George Ave., Baton 
Rouge. For more information, call the St. George office at 
225-293-2212. 

Respect Life Mass – Bishop Michael G. Duca will cele-
brate a Respect Life Mass Saturday, Jan. 21, 8:30 a.m., at St. 
Joseph Cathedral, Fourth and Main streets, Baton Rouge. 
Following the Mass, attendees are invited to participate in 
Louisiana Life March South, which begins at 10 a.m. at the 
Louisiana State Capitol. For more information, call the St. 
Joseph Cathedral office at 225-387-5928.

St. John Morning of Reflection – Internationally known 
mother and daughter team Dr. Judy Landrieu Klein and 
Kara Klein Oubre will present a morning of reflection, 
“What it means to say ‘Yes’ to God,” Saturday, Jan. 28, 8 
a.m. – noon, at the St. John the Baptist Church Parish Activ-
ity Center, at the corner of 4727 McHugh Dr. and Lee Street 

in Zachary. The event is free, but registration is required. 
Reserve a seat online by Thursday, Jan. 26 at sjb-ola.org/
SayYes or call the church office at 225-654-5778. 

Iconography Workshops – The Friends of the Garden 
in Baton Rouge will host an iconography workshop, “Jo-
nah and the Big Fish,” Sunday, Feb 5 – Saturday, Feb. 11., 
at the LSU Ag Center Botanic Gardens Conference Center, 
4560 Essen Lane, Baton Rouge. For those registered for this 
workshop there will be a face painting techniques workshop 
on Friday, Jan. 27, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., at the Botanic Gar-
dens Conference Center. For registration and cost informa-
tion, call Kitty Hessburg Wiemer at 225-284-7440 or Diana 
Wells at 225-927-8646.

St. Paul Lent Fish Fry – St. Paul the Apostle Church will 
host fish frys on the Fridays of Lent from Feb. 24 – March 31 
at the St. Paul Event Hall Center, 3912 Gus Young Ave., Ba-
ton Rouge. Dinners include fried fish or shrimp, green peas, 
potato salad, cake and bread. Dinners are dine-in or take 
out and $12 each. Orders of five or more will be delivered. 
Fax orders will be taken at 225-383-3702 and call in orders 
will be taken at 225-383-2597.

VISIT US ONLINE AT 

NEWS.DIOBR.ORG
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Help WantedHelp Wanted

Classifieds

 PrinciPal PoSition 

St. Patrick Catholic School (K3-8th) serves Central 
Baldwin County and is located in Robertsdale, AL.  We 

are seeking a dedicated leader to serve as principal 
beginning in the 2023-2024 school year.  The successful 
candidate will have a love for our Lord and our Catholic 
faith along with a desire to lead our faculty in fostering 

growth in virtue and knowledge among our students.

• Practicing and active Catholic, in good standing
• Master’s Degree Education or Educational Leadership
• Teaching experience
• School administration experience 
• Excellent communication, collaboration, 

stewardship/fiscal management skills and willingness to 
learn Spanish

APPLICATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 2

Requirements for the position:

Application packet: mobarchschools.org/careers 
Additional information: kabreo@mobarch.org

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
school.stpatcatholic.com

GOSPEL 
From page 2

ing Jesus; coming to know Jesus; being 
in his presence; becoming what he called 
them to be his apostles, who went on to 
act on the great commission by going out 
and making disciples of all nations. And 
here we are today, receiving what was 
handed on to us, the invitation to go out 
after Jesus and be fishers of mankind for 
him. Disciples making disciples. 

What in my life takes precedence over 
my relationship with God and how can 
I adjust this? What priorities are neces-
sary to provide for the household and si-
multaneously enable me and my family 
to follow Jesus more closely? Do I real-
ize my personal calling from God to be 
his disciple, sharing his love, teachings 
and mercy? How have I acted upon my 
call? What is my part of the mission of 
the church? Do others see Christ when 
they see me? Do others hear Christ when 
they hear me? Do others know Christ 
when they know me? Am I a light to all 
nations? Lord, help me to know what you 
want me to be, and what you want me to 
do today. Amen.

Eucharist: Mission and evange-

lization in the words of Pope Emer-
itus Benedict XVI

Much has been shared about the re-
cent passing of Pope Benedict XVI and 
more will be witnessed for centuries to 
come. To note, as we continue to grow 
in the Eucharistic Revival of the church 
in the United States, here is an inspir-
ing quote of the late pope from 2005 re-
garding the Eucharist and the response 
to our missionary call: “How very sig-
nificant is the bond between the church’s 
mission and the Eucharist. In fact, mis-
sionary and evangelizing action is the 
apostolic diffusion of love, that is, as it 
were, concentrated in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. Whoever receives Christ in 
the reality of his body and blood cannot 
keep this gift to himself but is impelled 
to share in courageous witness to the 
Gospel, in service to brothers and sis-
ters in need, in pardoning offenses. For 
some, then, the Eucharist is the seed of 
a specific call to leave all and go to pro-
claim Christ to those who still do not 
know him.”

Dow is the director of the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis for the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge. 

PATRIOTIC ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS – The Knights of Columbus Bishop Stanley J. Ott 
Assembly 2441 at St. Joseph Cathedral in Baton Rouge presented awards to its Patriotic 
Essay Contest for Catholic Schools students. There were 85 students who participated 
and their essays went through three rigorous grounds of grading. This year’s theme was 
“What does the Idea of Our Nation’s Citizen’s Right to Vote Mean to Me?” Pictured below 
are, from left, Father Trey Nelson, pastor of St. Jude Church in Baton Rouge, 1st place 
winner Philip Wesley of St. Jude School, Kelly Mestayer, eighth-grade English teacher; 
and Dave Goldsmith of the Knights of Columbus. Photos provided by Jon Reise 

Pictured, from left, are 
Lisa Mongrue, St. Aloy-
sius School eighth-grade 
social studies teacher, 
3rd place winner Evan 
Milligan, 2nd  place win-
ner Sydney Faulk and 
Jon Reise of the Knights 
of Columbus.

Participating in the presentation of the awards are back row, from left, KC member 
Jon Reise, Father Tat Hoang, pastor of St. Gerard Church in Baton Rouge, Paulette 
Hamilton, social studies teacher and KC member Tommy Murphy.  Students receiv-
ing awards were, in no order, Lidia Alvarez, Steven Canales, Alexeya Castillo, Ama-
rya Davis, Mia King, Mahogany Lemora and Karlee Atkins. 
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REACTIONS 
From page 3

tradition and the traditional liturgy, 
and he generously opened the gates for 
us to celebrate with greater freedom 
the beauty of the sacred liturgy, both 
the old and the new.

“Celebrating the Traditional Latin 
Mass myself since the time of my or-
dination, I cannot overstate the forma-
tive experience it has been for me. It 
has shaped my understanding of God, 
the priesthood, the sacred liturgy, and 
nearly every facet of the church and 
the Catholic faith.”

Argentine Bishop Marcelo Sanchez 
Sorondo, chancellor of the Pontifical 
Academy of the Sciences in Rome who 
was a collaborater with then-Cardinal 
Ratzinger, said Pope Benedict was an 
important contributor to the academy 
in the sense to understand the impor-
tance of science but at the same time to 
put limits on science, for people to un-
derstand it is not the only knowledge 
available.

“We have other knowledge that is 
also very important, but we need sci-
ence,” said Bishop Sanchez Sorondo 
told The Catholic Commentator. “We 
have the truth that comes from scienc-
es that we don’t in the Bible, revelation 

religion.”
Bishop Sanchez Sorondo, who was 

delayed on a recent flight to Baton 
Rouge and spent the night in a ter-
minal at Atlanta’s Hatfield Airport 
praying for his departed friend, also 
praised Pope Benedict’s significant 
contribution to the  Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. 

He said the pope was humble and 
intelligent but also kind in his relation-
ships with others. He said he always 
listened to whomever he spoke with 
and worked well with his collaborators. 

Pope Benedict was also a talented 
pianist, Bishop Sanchez Sorondo said. 
He said playing the piano was one of 
the pope’s great loves.

“He had a saying about this,” Bishop 
Sanchez Sorondo said. ”He said the 
music is not only a living thing but is 
a form of elevation that could also be 
prayer.”  

Pope Benedict also had a profound 
impact on the laity, said Dina Dow, di-
rector of the Office of Evangelization 
and Catechesis for the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge. She said that as one of the lead-
ers in the compilation of the Catechism 
Pope Benedict brought to the faithful 
his passion for the truth in Christ.

“His insights into the teachings of 
the Catholic faith are still dissemi-

nated today,” Dow said. “What’s most 
inspirational was his prayer and thor-
ough deep dive into the sacred Scrip-
ture and the Mass, leading us to the 
true encounter with our Lord in his 
plan for salvation.”

She noted Pope Benedict was one 
of the pioneers of the new evangeli-
zation while serving as pope, as he 
consistently reiterated the treasury of 
faith, the importance of prayer and the 
presence to love in the name of Jesus 
Christ.

Father Maher said he is saddened 
that the world has lost one of the great-
est minds and holiest men but he also 
mourns the loss of a man who he said 
in many ways made him the priest he 
is today. 

“Many priests consider themselves 
to be ‘JP2 Priests’; I consider myself a 
‘Benedict XVI priest,’ or more simply, a 
spiritual son of Pope Benedict,” Father 
Maher said. “I cannot help but be hap-
py for him at finally finishing the race 
of this earthly life and going to gain his 
crown. 

“Lastly, I rejoice for the church in 
the United States as we continue in 
this time of Eucharistic Revival be-
cause (Pope) Benedict XVI is sure to 
pour forth many prayers for its fruit-
fulness.” 
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Hot Rod Vinnie says: 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

Hey Mister, throw me 
a car this Mardi Gras!   
 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
needs car, boat, camper and motor-home 
donations.  Proceeds benefit the poor and 
homeless served by the Bishop Ott 
Shelter Program, St. Vincent de Paul 
Dining Room and St. Vincent de Paul 
Community Pharmacy.   
 

Call (225) 383-7837, ext. O to 
make your donation or online at 
www.svdpbr.org. Free Towing!!! 
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